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INDIAN MOTORCYCLE PAINT CARE RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Cleaning Painted Surfaces 

• To clean heavy deposits use grease cutting dishwashing detergent mixed with 
water and a soft non-abrasive dirt free cloth.  The cleaning solution should be 
allowed to soak in prior to removal to minimize the need for excessive pressure 
during wipe down.  This is especially important for Smoke (Matte) finished 
paints where excessive buffing will polish the surface making it glossier.  
Rinse the surface thoroughly with clean water after the deposits have been 
removed. 

• For light deposits on the finish use an ammonia based glass cleaner and a soft 
non-abrasive dirt free cloth.   

 

Detailing 

• We recommend the use of a gloss sealer to detail the finished paint job.  Products 
internally used by Indian Motorcycle are Biker Wax-Gloss Bike Sealer and Lucas 
Slick Mist Gloss Intensifier. 

• Other forms of non-abrasive automotive wax may be on Indian Motorcycle Gloss 
paint finishes but are not recommended for the Smoke (Matte) finished paint. 

 

Smoke (Matte) Paint Finishes 

• Indian Motorcycles Smoke Finishes (Matte) are different than conventional high 
gloss finishes in that they will naturally change over time.  The low gloss matte 
finish you see is in the clear coat.  Like a pair of your favorite jeans it will burnish 
or wear in over time as it is rubbed (polished) adding character and personality to 
the bike based on the way it is used and ridden.  The change in appearance over 
time is a result of polishing which smoothes the outer surface of the matte clear 
component of the paint job into something more like a conventional gloss clear.  
The durability of the paint is not affected by age or this burnishing.  It is simply a 
change in cosmetic appearance. 

•  The smoke finish if scratched, nicked or scuffed may not be buffed out like some 
glossy clear coats.  The smoke finish will become less matte and glossy as it is 
polished dramatically altering the look of the paint job.  A polished out condition 
can only be repaired by repainting the smoke finish using the recommended matte 
clear finish.  Indian Motorcycle recommends that motorcycle customers consult 
with their local dealer service representative for direction with respect to paint 
repair.     
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